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A Christ-centred learning community where every child will develop her unique giftedness to lead and make a difference.
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The expression “You are the salt of the earth… You are the
light of the World.” comes from Jesus Himself in the Sermon
of the Mount. We know that He was not stating a fact, for He
knew that the behaviour of His disciples was far from being
exemplary. Rather, Jesus was throwing a challenge at them.
He was giving them a mission and was describing what all
His disciples — in all times and places — should strive to
become. The mission entrusted by Jesus to His disciples is
as valid today as they were two thousand years ago. The
challenge now is how we can be the salt of the earth and
light that shines in the darkness in the Kellock community.
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Salt is used as an ingredient in most foods as a seasoning agent. Traditionally, salt was used as a
meat preservative in most communities before the use of refrigerators and other preservatives. In
this analogy, being the salt of the earth implies that we should strive to add flavour to the life of
others. Simple daily actions that our students can easily carry out such as showing care and love
by helping their friends and giving words of encouragement to bring out the best in those around
them will bring joy and cheer to their classmates. Like salt which enhances the quality of food, we
can contribute to enhancing the quality of lives of others.

Light of the World …
Light has the characteristic of dispelling darkness, of warming all it reaches. All these are done with
the greatest speed. By inviting us to be the ‘light’, Jesus invites us to make Him present in the world
and to be witnesses of God’s love. Being the light of the world means to let the light of Christ shine
through us wherever we go and whatever we do through our faith.
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In response to the call of being the light of the earth, our students are called to shine and use their abilities
and gifts in a manner that will enlighten and benefit others. The Kellock community should continue to be
inspired by the words of our Founder, Nicolas Barre, that “the gifts given to you are for others”. The good
response seen with respect to the many platforms provided for Kellock students, staff and parents to
come forward to volunteer their services for a worthy cause is testimony that we at Kellock truly cares and
are able to be the light for others. Through the various opportunities provided for our students, they are
empowered and become persons for others, putting others before self, which is one of our Kellock Girl
Outcomes.
Our students work towards being a beacon for others. They show empathy, stand up for what is right,
fight for injustice and strive to be exemplary in their actions and behaviour, like the light for the world.
As a Kellock community, let’s be BOTH salt and light for others. Most importantly …

Let’s not cover up our lamps or let our salt get stale.

(Extracted and adapted from Salt of the Earth and Light of the World. Today's Catholic
News. 2011, Feb 9. Retrieved from Todayscatholicnews.org.)
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1.
1.1

Updates & Announcements
PERI – Upgrading

The school building along Bukit Teresa Road has been handed over to the main contractor, Ang Cheng
Guan, who was awarded the PERI project on 9 March 2017. Construction will begin shortly and the
project is estimated to be completed within 1½ - 2 years. We hope to be back at our campus at Bukit
Teresa Road in 2019 to enjoy the new facilities such as an Indoor Sports Hall and a Student Care Centre
among other new facilities.
The total cost of the project is estimated to be 12 million of which as a government-aided school, we are
to pay 5% of the total building cost for standard facilities and 100% of the cost for non-standard facilities.
The school has been raising funds since 2012 and we would like to express our gratitude for supporting
Danceathon 2016. A total amount of $127 657 was raised and we would like to especially thank all past
and present parents and friends of the school for their unstinting support and generosity. We have
$150 000 more to go to reach our goal and we hope that you will continue to support us in our
fund-raising activities in 2017 and 2018.

1.2

Camp Week (28 February – 3 March)

Our Signature ‘Camps for Life’ Programmes for our Primary 2 to Primary 5 students ended with a
resounding success! Through these carefully planned programmes across the levels, we hope to enable
our students to live out the 3 Kellock Girl Outcomes (KGOs) of Thoughtful Learner, Servant Leader and
Persons for Others. It provides an opportunity for students to put to practise, school values in authentic
situation. Specially customised and designed for the respective levels, the programmes aim to help
students build self-confidence and self-esteem. Students learn self-management and social skills that will
enable them to become self-directed learners who are able to manage their emotions better and
contribute as effective team-players.
During the Primary 2 and Primary 3 Bonding Camps, our students strengthened their camaraderie and
forged strong friendships with one another. They learnt the importance of teamwork as well. Our Primary
2 students had the camp during school hours and had the opportunity to get to know one another and
relate with their friends from the other classes. As for our Primary 3 students, they did not go to the
Botanic Gardens due to the dismal weather. However, their spirits were not dampened and they had a
marvellous time within school timing at the different activities organised for them. Kudos to the Parent
Volunteers and teachers who quickly modified and adapted the programmes. The day even ended on a
high note with lots of cheers, class songs and dance items around a staged and improvised ‘campfire’.
Not to be outdone, our Primary 4 students had their first overnight camp at Lee Kong Chian Natural
History Museum where they learnt about the biodiversity found in Singapore and the region through
guided tours and workshop as well as develop 21st century competencies (21stCC) through customised
camp activities. The highlight of the day was a ‘treasure hunt’ in the night and the ‘sleepover with
Dinosaurs’.
Last but not least, our Primary 5 students stepped out of their comfort zone and went on a 3D2N Outdoor
and Adventure camp aimed at building their resilience and developing the courage to overcome their fear
through challenging outdoor experiences. Students also had to do reflections and apply the
8 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey throughout the camp activities. We are certainly
proud of our students as they learnt to manage the challenges and participated in a variety of activities
such as abseiling, rockwall climbing and other team building activities.
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The camps would not have been a success if not for all the dedication, commitment and efforts from all
our Heads of Department, teachers and parent volunteers. Thank you Kellock Family for the wonderful
Camp week and the meaningful experiences that have enabled our students to build their character and
learn values, which are so important in today’s context.

2.

From the desk of the Year Head (lower primary), Ms Adela Chua

In CHIJ Kellock, the student development team and the staff believe in building a culture of care in which
students enjoy coming to school, are engaged in learning and motivated to give their best. Hence, our
primary goal is to create a non-threatening environment for the lower Primary students to ease into the
primary school system. It is only when the students are well adjusted, learning can take place.
The Primary 1 students and parents first set foot into CHIJ Kellock on 4 January 2017 for the Primary 1
Orientation Programme (Part II). For many parents and students, that was the first time coming into the
holding site at Queensway. The students were ushered into the classrooms while the parents attended
the curriculum briefing session. The Primary 1 students participated in the week long HAPPY Orientation
Programme (Happy Assimilation Preparatory Programme for Year 1 Students) where they learnt some
simple organisational skills. It was also an opportunity for them to bond with their teachers and
classmates over team building activities. We are glad that the Primary 1 students have transited smoothly
from their kindergarten to the Primary school setting. For the Primary 2 students, many of them have
attended the Familiarisation Exercise held in December 2016. Hence, it did not take long for them to
adjust and ease into the new environment.
In CHIJ Kellock, we believe in forging strong home – school partnerships. The teachers work closely with
parents in monitoring the holistic development of each student to develop their unique giftedness to lead
and make a difference. Hence, as a start for the lower primary students, a lot of emphasis has been
placed on the value of Responsibility. Personal responsibility, particularly as it relates to study skills, is
taking charge of one’s own learning. It implies completing homework on time, revising for
assessments, taking the responsibility for one’s own learning and performing to the best of one’s
ability. Being responsible is a learned behaviour. It requires patience and effort.
A simple task like getting students to pack their bags on their own every night for the next day is vital in
fostering a sense of responsibility. The students will accept ownership on the task given and over time,
this becomes a learned behaviour and this habit that will be life-long. Similarly, the students are
responsible for copying their homework for the day in the student planner. The students will use their
student planner as a reference to check their homework and subsequently complete their homework on a
daily basis. When this behaviour of checking their homework is learnt, the students have successfully
taken ownership of their learning. Parents should monitor the completion of the homework by checking
their work against the items that have been written as homework. In this way, parents can also monitor
their child’s progress through the homework. Hence, we strongly encourage parents to provide
opportunities for students to exercise their personal responsibility while keeping them in check. This will
aid in fostering the sense of responsibility in the students.
As CHIJ Kellock forges ahead in an ever-changing educational landscape, we strive to work in
partnership with parents to bring out the best in every student.
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3.

Voices of our Heads of Department

In this issue of Kellock Connects, let us hear from our Heads of Departments of Instructional Programmes
on how they have aligned their programmes and teaching and learning to bring about the 21 st century
competencies and attributes of KGOs. We would also like to use this platform to reach out and hear from
you. If you have any feedback on the various programmes by the different departments, please scan the
QR code below and your feedback will be directed to the respective Heads of Department. Thank you.

https://goo.gl/forms/xCdtJCTedgV4I5K42

3.1

English Language Department by HOD/ English, Mrs Jean Toh

Today, the English language is the lingua franca of the Internet, of science and technology and of world
trade. To better prepare our students for the knowledge-based economy of tomorrow, proficiency in the
English language is necessary for students. In addition, students also need to be equipped with 21 st
century competencies and attributes of the KGOs in order to access, process and keep abreast of
information, and to engage with the wider and more diverse communities outside of Singapore. Hence at
Kellock, the English Language Department aims to develop effective, confident and thoughtful
communicators by providing all students effective and engaged learning and in a vibrant environment that
promotes and encourages proper expression in Standard English.
The school’s English Week is one such platform for students to develop a love for the language through a
variety of interesting and meaningful activities planned for the week. School-wide activities such as
SPEAK (SPeak Good English At Kellock) Awards aim to develop students into effective communicators
by honing students’ public speaking skills and sharpening their thinking when preparing for their
presentations. Book Cafés organised for the Primary 1 to 5 students also seek to make students more
globally aware and inculcate cross-cultural skills through the introduction of books by different authors
from around the world.
The department’s adoption of thinking routines in the teaching and learning of the English Language is
another avenue in equipping students with 21st century competencies, thereby developing them into
learners that are more thoughtful. Strategies such as See-Think-Wonder for ideas generation, Annotation
for text comprehension and ‘O.R.A.L (Opinion, Relevant details, Additional details, Link) E.X.A.M (Event,
eXplain with 5w1H, Additional spice, iMpact on self/others)’ for speaking off the cuff taught through the
English curriculum are targeted to promote critical and inventive thinking. In addition, strategies such as
C.U.B.Hi (Circle the question word, Underline the tense, Box the main idea and Highlight main points) for
understanding demands of questions and S.T.O.P (Spelling, Tenses, Organisation and Punctuation) for
self-editing aim to provide scaffolds for self-directed learning to take place.
Lesson packages for e-learning are also platforms to promote self-directed learning. These packages flip
classroom teaching into home-based lessons. Through teacher-created videos, students will grasp new
grammar or vocabulary concepts and apply what they have learnt to quizzes or assignments assigned.
Besides programmes, the department has also put in place platforms for peer and self-evaluation to
promote reflective thinking. With rubrics, students are able to evaluate their performance and reflect on
areas of improvement by referring to the success criteria as shown in the rubrics.
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The above are some examples of how the school is preparing our students to be future ready, with the
inculcation of 21st century competencies and attributes of the KGOs through the teaching and learning of
the English Language.

3.2

Mother Tongue Department (MTL)
by HOD/ MTL, Mdm Wong Foong Li, & SH/ML & TL, Mdm Tunisha

The Mother Tongue Language (MTL) Department aims to foster a community of 21st century learners and
critical thinkers who are confident speakers of their Mother Tongue languages and appreciate its cultural
values. This mission statement incorporates part of the 21st century competencies skills and attributes of
KGOs. With the mission in mind, the MTL department designs learning experiences to develop our
students’ 21st century competencies skills and attributes of KGOs.
The annual Mother Tongue Fortnight is a good platform for our students who are speakers of the different
Mother Tongue languages to learn to appreciate its cultural values. Students participate in activities using
their own Mother Tongue and in mass activities where they are exposed to other cultures. Through these
planned activities, they learn to empathise with others as they gain a thorough understanding of the
various cultures. This is an important area of Civic Literacy, Global Awareness and Cross-Cultural
Skills.
‘We are Campus Reporters’ Programme is a Chinese Language (CL) stretch programme that aims to
interest and motivate our Primary 3 and Primary 4 high ability students to speak Mandarin confidently, as
well as to appreciate the use of language to communicate with others through the medium of television
broadcasting. At the end of the programme, the students will work in teams collaboratively to complete a
project using ICT. This programme is able to develop students’ Communication, Collaboration and
Information Skills. By working together collaboratively in teams, the programme also aims to develop
our students to become A Person for Others. It also develops students to become thoughtful learners
who are able to communicate effectively and confidently, and to think creatively and critically.
Assessments tasks such as oral conversation, techniques such as ‘Question and Answer Relationship’ in
comprehension and AFL strategies such as getting students to do self-reflection and self-evaluation to
activate students as owners of their own learning are also associated with our
KGO - Thoughtful Learner.

3.3

Mathematics Department by HOD/ Mathematics, Mrs Arif Hong

Learning Mathematics is fundamental in our education system. The learning of mathematics also provides
an excellent vehicle to train the mind, and to develop the capacity to think logically, abstractly, critically
and creatively. These are important 21st century competencies that we must develop in our students. At
the individual level, mathematics underpins many aspects of our everyday activities, from making sense
of information in the newspaper to making informed decisions about personal finances.
In Kellock, we aim to provide our students with meaningful mathematics learning that engage the 21 st
century learners. One of the programmes that develops our students in problem solving skills is the
Problem Solving Package (PSP). Acquisition of thinking skills and heuristics are essential for
mathematical problem solving. Thinking skills are skills that can be used in a thinking process, such as
classifying, comparing, analysing parts and whole, identifying patterns and spatial visualisation. Examples
of heuristics includes representation using model drawings, draw it out, guess and check, making a
supposition and working backwards. In addition to the spiral approach in the explicit teaching of heuristics
and thinking skills, we also equip our students with the thinking routine adapted from the 4-step Polya’s
Problem Solving Strategy - UPER (Understanding, Plan, Execute and Review), which has become a
familiar tool to students when they are solving mathematical problems.
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Math Journal is another platform where our students are provided with the opportunity to reflect on their
own learning and challenge their understanding on mathematical concepts. Math Journal not only
requires students to articulate conceptual understanding on the mathematical concept that they learnt but
also communicate their reasoning or justification clearly using mathematical terms. These are important
aspects of the Thoughtful Learner, which calls on students to communicate effectively and reflects on her
own learning.
We also recognise that financial literacy is an essential life skill. With the rising affluence in Singapore, it is
important that our students are equipped with financial literacy skills and knowledge so that they can
make responsible decisions and choices as well as develop good habits in financial matters from an early
age. The school has integrated the learning of financial literacy concepts, which culminates in the Primary
6 Bazaar, into the Mathematics curriculum. In financial literacy, students learn the difference between
needs and wants, importance of savings, budgeting and making informed decisions. In the Primary 6
Bazaar, students will work in groups to plan an entrepreneur project, produce crafts for sale to
schoolmates and staff and prepare a presentation of the project to their teachers and classmates.
All the above programmes are part of the school’s efforts in engaging our students to be developed and
equipped with 21st century competencies so that Kellock Girls will be future ready individuals.

3.4

Science Department by HOD/Science, Ms Lui Ling

The Science curriculum in CHIJ Kellock is crafted with the attributes of a Thoughtful Learner in mind,
aligned to the 21st century competencies identified by MOE, as well as the KGOs of the school.
Regardless of ability, all Kellock students are exposed to science beyond the confines of the prescribed
curriculum, and engaged in authentic learning experiences. Some of our programmes that cater to
developing the critical mind include Problem-Based Performance Tasks (PBT), The Young Scientist @
Kellock Programme, Scientist in Focus (Values in Science), Reflective Series as well as the use of
Concept Cartoons. To enrich their learning, the department collaborates on inter-departmental projects
and adopts a multi-disciplinary approach in the design of learning activities such as Project Work and the
Primary 4 Camp at the Natural History Museum. To maximise the learning experiences of our students,
the school organises Learning Journeys (Science Centre, Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, Frog Farms,
Science DNA Laboratories) to inject life and meaning to what is taught in class so as to start our girls on
the road to Lifelong learning... In line with the school’s vision to develop the unique giftedness of every
child, the Science Department also has in place, Support and Stretch programmes to cater to the different
needs of our students. A structured Support programme targeting the Primary 3 to Primary 6 students has
been planned, as well as a Stretch programme (E2K) to cater to our students who excel and have a
passion for Science.
The department is constantly finding new opportunities and experiences for our students so that they may
see the centrality of science in every life and living. In addition, through these programmes, we hope to
shape students’ perspectives of science and nurture positive attitudes towards learning science. Drawing
inspiration from the Gospel, Matthew 5:13-16, we hope that our girls will imbibe these lessons to be the
“salt that adds flavour, and the light that illuminates others…”
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4.

4.1

Happenings @ Kellock

International Friendship Day 2017 – ASEAN 50

7 April (Friday), is the designated day to commemorate International Friendship Day (IFD). The theme for
this year’s IFD is ASEAN 50, as it has been 50 years since the establishment of this association and
members have been working together to accelerate economic growth, social progress, while protecting
regional peace and stability. Singapore is an active member of ASEAN and our students need to learn
from the different backgrounds and experiences of people in our neighbouring countries and celebrate the
richness in diversity.
A series of exciting activities lined up for students to deepen their understanding of the relations that we
share with other countries were:
1. Assembly talk during IFD week to help students understand the importance of having a
harmonious relationship with the ASEAN countries and to develop an appreciation for the different
nationalities and cultures.
2. ‘ASEAN 50 and the World: A Festival of Friendship and Fun’ carnival, organised by the Kellock
Parents Support Group (PSG), where students got an opportunity to learn more about the culture of
ASEAN and other countries. To enhance the learning experience, students had extended recesses
on IFD.
This special and important event would not have been a success without the tireless effort by our Kellock
PSG and the active participation of our parents. We would like to take this opportunity to thank them for a
meaningful and successful commemoration of International Friendship Day.

4.2

Parents’ Symposium 2017 – Partnering Parents to Nurture Kellock Girl

The Parents' Symposium 2017 was organised for all CHIJ Kellock parents after a very successful event
last year. The theme for this year’s symposium was ‘Partnering Parents to Nurture the Kellock Girl’. We
believe that the key to a successful school experience for Kellock students is to partner our parents in this
journey of education. Through hands-on workshops and sharing sessions at the event, we hope parents
were better equipped to engage their daughters in their journey of learning and growth.
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5.

5.1

Upcoming School Events

Founders’ Day

Founder’s Day celebration will take place on Thursday 25 May 2017. This is
the day in which we remember the founder of all the IJ schools, Blessed
Nicholas Barrè. This year, Kellock’s Fouder’s Day celebration coincides with
the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord. On this day when Jesus ascended
into heaven, He reminded his disciples to go forth to spread the good news
and make Christ known. Our founder, Blessed Nicholas Barrè had indeed
made Christ known and love during his lifetime by serving the less
disadvantaged with love.
The 11 IJ schools in Singapore had selected the theme ‘To Serve With Love’
as this year’s celebration theme, to remind ourselves that we are challenged
daily to show love and concern for our brothers and sisters. This common
theme resonates with Kellock’s focus of ‘You are the Salt for the Earth and
Light for the World’ – Matt 5:13a, 14a for to serve with love is to be a
precious ingredient and a light in the lives of others.
The Founder’s Day celebration will begin with a Eucharistic Celebration in
church. The celebration will continue back in school where students will participate in the specially
designed activities with their form teachers. Through the activities, our students will come to know more
about our founder, Blessed Nicholas Barrè and his contribution to the society, the IJ mission and how we
can use our gifts to make a difference in the lives of others.

5.2

Calendar

Below is a snapshot of key events in Term 2, for you to take note of.
Date
22 May
23 May – 24 May

Event/ Programme
E-learning cum Administrative Day
Parent-Teacher Conference & SA1 Results Day

25 May

Founders’ Day Celebration

26 May

Founders’ Day School Holiday
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