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A Christ-centred learning community where every child will develop her unique giftedness to lead and make a difference.

From the Vice-Principal’s Desk …
Dear Parents,

In this issue …

As you enter our school, I am sure you cannot help but
notice this huge banner:

1. Special Feature
1.1 Creative Arts & HHE Dept.
1.2 CCE Dept.
1.3 Lower Primary
2. Happenings @Kellock
2.1 Mother Tongue Fortnight
2.2 Chinese New Year Celebrations
2.3 Total Defence Day
2.4 Careers’ Day
2.5 International Friendship Day
3. Upcoming Events @Kellock
3.1 Founder’s Day

This banner communicates to the Kellock community, our hope to cultivate in our students and staff a
habit of being grateful for everything and to always remember to give thanks. Gratitude is more than
an act of thanking but an expression of LOVE! Research has shown that it leads to positive well-being
and that people are happier if they are grateful and appreciative of things in their lives, rather than
worrying about what they might be missing out on!
When we see the scores of girls who return to school, year-on-year, to appreciate our teachers, we
know that the seeds of gratitude have been sown in their early years. When we see our Primary 6 girls
thanking the teachers who have taught them since Primary 1, thanking their parents and friends, we
know that the lessons we have taught on graciousness and love have taken root. When ex-Kellock
girls who may not have had a good start in life return to the school to express their appreciation for
the opportunities offered to them in CHIJ Kellock that made them who they are, we are heartened
because these bear testimony to what we do in CHIJ Kellock – providing a holistic education grounded
in values.
Our GRATITUDE Project @ CHIJ Kellock will be officially launched in Term 2. For the students, we
are introducing a Gratitude Diary for them to start the week right by counting their blessings every
Monday when they reflect and pen down or draw what they are grateful for. The school will also
orchestrate platforms for our students to show appreciation to the people who work quietly behind the
scenes, like our school attendants, the parent volunteers who tirelessly come forward to serve and
even the builders who are currently working on our upgraded school at Bukit Teresa!
Our staff have already started this journey at the weekly Staff Meetings (Contact Time) with a Gratitude
Check-In before the start of the meetings. For parents, we do encourage you to embark on parentchild acts of gratitude, where you can role-model for your child how you thank the hawker food vendor
serving you and you can ask your child to do the same.
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Practising gratitude is like exercising. We know that exercising everyday helps our muscles grow and it
releases endorphins that are also known as happiness hormones that make us feel good. If we start flexing
our gratitude muscles, we will grow it too and that is what we hope to do with our girls – turning their actions
to a discipline, a habit and an attitude “We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a
difference in our lives.” (John F. Kennedy). On this note, we would like to express our sincere and
heartfelt thanks to all our ex-students, students and parents who have played a significant role in helping
the school to raise funds for the PERI-upgrading.
As a government-aided school, CHIJ Kellock is responsible for paying 5% of the total building cost for
standard facilities and 100% for non-standard facilities. The total cost borne by the school is estimated to
be about $1.2 million. Since 2012, with the help of our ex-students, students and parents, we have raised
over $950 000 and need to raise $200 000 more. We will be having an exciting Dance Fiesta in November
2018 to help us to raise the amount. More details will be given at a later date and we look forward to your
generous support!
Gratitude is indeed the best attitude that one can adopt in life and by inculcating this habit in our young, we
have a chance in making the world a better place!

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Yap Tsui Lan
Vice-principal 2

(From left) Ms Magdalene Chin, Mrs Yap Tsui Lan and Sr. Joan
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1. Special Feature : Responding to the interests and needs of our students
1.1 Creative Arts & Holistic Health Education (HHE) Department
At CHIJ Kellock, students are provided with a breadth of learning opportunities to nurture their interest and
talent. The Creative Arts and Holistic Health Education (HHE) Department take into consideration the
syllabus guidelines as well as students’ needs, interests and abilities when designing the curriculum for Art,
Music, Physical Education (PE) and Co-curricular Activities (CCA).
Since 2015, as part of the Art and Music curriculum review, students’ interests in various components of Art
and Music making was obtained through an Interest and Needs Survey. The information drawn from the
survey provided valuable insight into students’ interests and helped the department in planning appropriate
activities and programmes. This led to the introduction of ceramics and paintings in the Art curriculum.
Similarly, based on the data from the survey, the Music curriculum was enhanced with the inclusion of
lessons where students learnt to use various instruments to create musical pieces and put up ensemble
performances. These activities, programmes and lessons helped to promote creativity and sharpen
students’ skills in Music and Art. Moreover, as the lessons were planned with students’ interests and
preferences in mind, it was also observed that students were participating more actively and enjoying the
lessons very much.
The data from the survey also provided information on the type of activities that students would like to
participate in during Kellock’s Arts Jamboree Activities (KAJA). Catering to our students’ interests and
preferences enabled our students to have an enjoyable and fruitful time at the various workshops arranged
during KAJA. Information from the survey will be used in planning appropriate activities during recess and
after school hours for this year’s KAJA as well.
Information gleaned from the survey has also helped to shape the CCAs offered to students. Over the past
three years, new CCAs have been introduced such as the introduction of Cookery Club in 2015. The Sewing
Club ‘weaved’ its way into the list in 2016 and last year, Board Games Club made its move and joined the
list. This year, the Robotics Club made its debut alongside the existing repertoire of CCAs offered.
Empowering students to have a say in what they would like to learn and do increases students’ satisfaction
which leads to happy students. Programmes designed with students’ interests at heart will go a long way
to help them to develop their unique talents, character, confidence and build resilience.

1.2 Character and Citizenship Education (CCE) Department – Kellock Volunteerism
Students in CHIJ Kellock can live out the school vision of ‘Making a Difference’ by taking a step forward to
volunteer to help others in need. Through the
‘Kellock Volunteerism’ platforms, students are
given opportunities to render their services for a
good cause for the year.
In 2016, based on the Interest and Needs survey, it
was noted that many students were keen to carry
out more Values-in-Action (VIA) activities. As a
result, additional platforms were introduced in
collaboration with Kellock’s Parents Support Group
(PSG) and with a few of the Co-Curriculum
Activities (CCAs) to arrange for students to offer
their services to help the needy.
This year, the ‘Valentine’s Day Craft Workshop’
was conducted in collaboration with our wonderful
Kellock PSG who guided the P3 and P4 student

At the immensely popular Valentine’s Day Craft
Workshop.
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volunteers to make beautiful craft items. These items
were sold to raise funds for the School Building Fund
during the Valentine’s Day sale. These activities were
planned based on students’ ideas that were well
received by all. It was successful in achieving its goal
to raise funds. Students gave feedback that they had a
very good experience participating in these meaningful
and worthy causes.

P3 and P4 students at the Valentine’s Day
Craft Workshop.

1.3 Lower Primary
In CHIJ Kellock, the student development team and staff believe in building a culture of care in which
students enjoy coming to school, are engaged in learning and motivated to give their best. Hence, the
primary goal is to create a welcoming environment for the lower Primary students to ease into the primary
school system. An environment where students are well
adjusted so that joyful learning can take place!

At the beginning of the year, the P1 students participated
in the week long HAPPY Orientation Programme (Happy
Assimilation Preparatory Programme for Year 1 students)
where they learnt some simple organisational skills.
Through team building activities, they also had the
opportunity to bond with their teachers and classmates.
While the P1 students have transited smoothly from
kindergarten to the Primary school setting, the P2 students
did not take very long to ease into the new level – P2.

P1 students during their P1 camp.

For the lower primary students, emphasis is placed on
character building through the teaching of our school values (Graciousness, Integrity, Respect,
Responsibility, Resilience and Love). The aim of which is to instil the value of personal responsibility. Simple
tasks like writing down their homework for the
day in the student planner and checking their
homework on a daily basis will aid in fostering a
sense of responsibility in allowing students to
take ownership of their learning. Parents are
encouraged to monitor the completion of the
homework by checking their daughters’ work
against the homework items written in the
student planner. In this way, parents can also
monitor their daughters’ progress through
homework. It is strongly encouraged that
parents provide opportunities for their daughters
to exercise personal responsibility.
P2 students during their P2 camp.
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At CHIJ Kellock, students are taught to treat others with dignity and respect by showing appreciation to the
people around them. Simple acts like expressing their gratitude through words, writing or acts of reciprocity
are ways to teach students how to be grateful and thankful. The recent camps that the P1 and P2 attended
helped students to practise being gracious and to show gratitude through simple acts. The various activities
organised during their camps helped to reinforce the importance of being gracious and showing gratitude.

P1 students having a whale of a time at their camp.

P2 students actively participating in their camp activities.
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2. Happenings @ Kellock
2.1 Mother Tongue Fortnight
Mother Tongue Fortnight was mooted in 2012 by MOE to encourage the use of Mother Tongue languages
among students. The theme this year is Joy of Learning with Parents. During the two consecutive weeks,
a wide range of activities related to Chinese Language (CL), Malay Language (ML) and Tamil Language
(TL) and culture were conducted to foster the theme. For the P4 girls, a language and cultural camp was
organised for them to provide an immersive environment in which to learn and use their Mother Tongue
Languages (MTL). Through various hands-on activities, students also learnt to appreciate the respective
MTL cultures. For CL, veteran TV presenter, Ms Diana Ser, conducted a P1 and P2 parent-child talk on
how to use multimedia to engage children to learn CL. Media Corp artist, Miss Rebecca Lim, an ex-IJ girl,
shared with the P6 girls her experiences in learning CL. In addition, Story-telling for P1 and P2, CL recitation
using simple instruments for P3 and a Comics workshop for P5 were also organised. For TL, the lower
primary girls were exposed to various children’s songs in Tamil. The P5 girls were given the opportunity to
display their creativity and talent through a short film-making workshop. The P6 girls also had the
opportunity to learn new skills through the Creative Writing Workshop. For ML, the lower primary girls were
exposed to various games in learning Malay. They learnt about traditional costumes, poem, riddles and
many more. While the lower primary learnt Malay through games, the upper primary girls learnt new and
interesting ways to write stories through the Creative Writing Workshop.

Inspirational talk by Ms Rebecca Lim.

P1 and P2 parent-child talk by Ms Diana Ser.

P4 students learning the art of making
lanterns.

Story-telling session by Mr Chen Zhaojin.
Comics workshop for P5.
students.
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P3 students trying their hand at making
music using simple instruments.

P4 students trying their hand at Kolam drawing.

Malay Language students having fun learning
through poems and riddles.

Students learning ways to write interesting stories in
Malay through Creative Writing Workshop.

2.2 Chinese New Year (CNY) Celebrations
CHIJ Kellock celebrated Lunar New Year on 15 February, Thursday. Chinese Language teachers gamely
took to the stage to perform a Korean pop dance item to the tune of “Likey” with specially adapted lyrics by
Kellock’s very own Chinese Language teacher. It certainly heightened the festive spirit of the celebration.
After the opening by the School Leaders (SLs) to usher in the year of the Dog, the lion dance performance
once again brought the festive spirit to another high point. Students and teachers were enthused by the lion
dance performance and the “God of Fortune” character. Selected P4 students performed “clappers talk”
with their instructors from the Language and Cultural Camp. Fabrienne Loh from P4 Ruby performed a
dance titled “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy”. Students also had fun helping a few children to find their mothers
who are teachers in the school in a game called “Where is Mummy?” There was also an exciting dance
competition between two groups of teachers. Students had a great time voting for the winner. The concert
ended with the staff and students singing Chinese New Year songs together. As is the custom in our school,
the School Leaders extended their well wishes to the staff by presenting Mandarin oranges to them on
stage.
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The ‘Lions’ on stage.

The ‘God of Fortune’ enthralling the students.

Students enjoying the celebrations.

Teachers receiving oranges from Mrs Yap, VP2.

Fabrienne Loh’s performace.

Teachers performing for the CNY celebrations.

2.3 Total Defence Day
Total Defence Day is commemorated on 15 February every year to mark the fall of Singapore to the
Japanese in 1942. It seeks to remind people of the hardships that our forefathers went through during the
Japanese Occupation. The theme for Total Defence Day this year is ‘Together We Keep Singapore
Strong’.
To commemorate Total Defence Day, students were involved in a series of activities on 14 February. They
took part in a food rationing exercise, where only sweet potato porridge and green bean soup were sold
during recess. The purpose of the food rationing exercise was to highlight to students the value of Resilience,
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to remind them that during a war, food is a rare commodity. There were also learning booths set up by the
NE Ambassadors to educate students on the 5 pillars of Total Defence and simple first aid skills. Students
also made a pledge to protect Singapore at the pledge card booths. The Singapore Police Force also set
up an exhibition booth to highlight to students the importance of staying alert and keeping Singapore safe.
On 15 February, the school invited a female Platoon Sergeant from the Singapore Arm Forces to share with
the students her experiences of serving in the military and how girls can contribute to the defence of
Singapore. Through the commemoration of Total Defence Day, students learnt that everyone can play a
part in protecting Singapore.

P1 and P2 students playing a game about
matching the 5 pillars of Total Defence.
Students learning about what goes inside a
first-aid kit.

NE ambassadors demonstrating simple bandaging skills like the head bandage and an arm sling.
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2.4 Careers Day 2018
An animal therapist, TV host puppeteer, city resilience planner … these were just some of the professionals
who shared at Careers Day held in CHIJ Kellock. CHIJ Kellock was honoured to have many guest speakers
at Careers Day this year. We were also privileged to have parent volunteers who stepped forward to share
with students interesting stories about their profession and the challenges that they faced at the workplace.
It was a meaningful session as students learned more about what it takes to work in the various professions.
P1 and P2 students were also encouraged to come dressed in their ‘dream profession’ on Careers Day and
students were extremely enthusiastic about it!
With the help of our Kellock Parents Support Group, the exciting line up of the various careers shared by
the professionals this year was engaging and well received by Kellock students.

P1 and P2 ‘Best Dressed’ winners on Careers Day
with Mrs Yap and Mrs Manuel.

P1 students dressed as a Fashion Designer,
Doctors and a Nurse on Careers Day.

Mr Brian John Slattery sharing about his profession
as a Regional Manager at Google.

Ms Cynthia Lee sharing about her
career as a TV Host Puppeteer.
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2.5 International Friendship Day 2018 – Celebrating the ASEAN Community
On 6 April (Friday), we commemorated International Friendship Day (IFD). The theme for this year’s IFD
was ‘Celebrating the ASEAN Community’. Achieving the milestone beyond ASEAN’s 50th anniversary, we
celebrated our shared successes and the growth and resilience of the ASEAN people in our journey thus
far. Through greater openness and mutual inter-dependence, we hope to inspire our young to play an active
role in fostering economic and people-to-people ties, reinforcing our sense of togetherness and
strengthening our ASEAN identity.
A series of exciting activities were lined up for students to deepen their understanding of the relations that
we share with other countries:
1. An assembly talk was conducted during IFD week to help students understand the importance of
Singapore having a harmonious relationship with the ASEAN countries and to appreciate the
different nationalities and cultures.

2.

The main event was the IFD carnival organised by the Kellock Parents Support Group, where students
had an opportunity to learn more about the culture of ASEAN and other countries. Many students and
teachers came dressed in traditional costumes of countries around the world showing their support
and strong believe in International Friendship Day.

3. Upcoming Events @ Kellock
3.1 Founder’s Day
Founder’s Day celebration will take place on Thursday, 24 May 2018. On this day, we remember the
founder of all the IJ schools, Blessed Nicholas Barré. The theme for
this year’s Founder’s Day celebration will centre round the theme of
Gratitude ‘…for all things give thanks’ (1 Thess 5:18). Indeed, we
are grateful for our founder, Blessed Nicholas Barré and his strong
faith in God’s providence. With his simple faith that God will provide,
the IJ community has grown in numbers to provide education for
children in need.

Blessed Nicolas Barré

Founder’s Day celebration will start with an assembly programme in
the beginning of the week where our principal will introduce Blessed
Nicholas Barré and the different aspects of his life to our students.
On Founder’s Day, students will be able to participate in a specially
designed IJ for Life programme. The activities planned will take our
students through a journey of discovery of Blessed Barré’s life and
his contributions to society. Students will learn to appreciate and be
grateful for the gifts that they have and how they themselves could
help the needy.

The celebration will come to a high point where the school community come together for the Eucharistic
Celebration. As a school, we give thanks to God for guiding Blessed Barré throughout his life and count our
blessings for being part of the IJ Family.
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